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ANTARCTIC WHALING BASES 
DESCRIBED AT ANNUAL MEETING 


A vivid account of the voyages under— 
taken by New Londoners a century ago to 
the almost forgotten Heard Island and the 
Shetlands was presented by Thomas Dunbabin 
of Ottawa at the Society's annual meet 
ing on September 21, 


Sticklers for historical accuracy will 
argue endlessly about the claims of var- 
lous explorers to the discovery of far- 
away places. It was a treat to listen to 
Mr. Dunbabin's stream of pungent anecdote 
which achieved a more effective result 
than the resolution of a few dates. He 
communicated the flavor and excitement of 
the days when ships from New London spent 
many months away from their home port 
seeking fortunes in whale oil and exchang- 
ing « bit of New England for much that was 
to expand the horizons of 19th century 
living. . 


Mr. Dunbabin, who is engaged in his third 
research mission in New England with the 
support of the Australian government, paid 
tribute to Nathaniel W. Taylor, whose 
journal "Life on a Whaler" was published 
by the Society in 1929. The invitation to 
speak before the Society was extended to 
Mr. Dunbabin (a Tasmanian by birth) when 
he visited the Shaw Mansion on Labor Day 
to consult some of our early manuscripts 
and newspaper files. 


SHAW MANSION 


New London, Conn. 


wa 4 1956 


COLLEGE LIBRARS 


Bulletin 


ket ssid 


NUMBER 4 


The loan of a loudspeaker and amplifier and 
a traveling microphone enabled the speakers 
to move about freely and make themselves 
heard by those members who like to seat 
themselves in the shadows of the portraits 
on the south wall of the small parlor. 


The reports that were presented at this 
meeting indicated that visitors during the 
past year have totaled an above-average 
figure, with 1133 registered plus a probable 
25 per cent to include those who did not 
sign the guest book. The year has been 
rich in gifts, The membership can look 
forward to an expanding program. Next year 
the Society will celebrate the 200th anni- 
versary of the building of the Shaw Mansion. 


Coffee and cake were served at the conclu- 
sion of the evening program by the Recep— 
tion Committee, 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 
1955+1956 


PPMEIOOR id i'w ov ak veh nae Dwight C. Lyman 
Vice Presidents ........... Nathan Belcher 
Clifford H. Belden 

| Edmund C, Johnston 

Secretary .........e. Miss Marion E. Clarke 
Treasurer ........e. Winthrop Trust Company 
Finance Board Nathan Belcher 
_ Herbert G. Huntley - Victor S. Johnson 
Harold G. Pond - Earle W. Stamm 


Advisory Board ...... Mrs. W. Ellery Allyn 
Mrs. George T. Brown 

Mrs. Wilson Brown 

FE. Valentine Chappell 

Miss Marion Chappell 

Mrs, Albert Chase of Norwich 
Mrs. Arthur B. Caulkins 

Mrs. Carl C. Cutler of Mystic 
Miss Elsie C. Fengar 

Mrs. Herbert G,. Huntley 

&, Gorton Rogers 

Henkle S. Scott 

Mrs. Elmer H. Spaulding 

Miss Helen Whiton 


SOCIETY ASSISTS IN CELEBRATION 
AT FORT TRUMBULL 


Descendants of the members of the little 
bard of soldiers who defended Fort Trumbull 
at the time of Benedict Arnold's attack on 
September 6, 1781 attended a public program 
at the fort October 5. The ceremonies were 
highlighted by the dedication of Shapley 
Road and the unveiling of a memorial plaque. 


Many will remember the epitaph on Adam 
Shapley's gravestone in the Ancientest 
Burying Ground that predicted the gratitude 
that will be felt always by New London 
residents for this Revolutionary hero and 
his brave band of men, 


"Shapley, 
and make 


thy deed reverse the common doom 
thy name immortal in a tomb." 


the program at Fort Trumbull included ad— 
dresses by Albert E, Van Dusen, state 
historian, and the Honorable Horace Seely- 
Brown, Jr. Mr. Van Dusen's remarks center— 
ed about New London's commerce of two cen= 
turies ago. The town played an important 
part in inter~colonial trade. In an age 
when roads were notoriously bad, the pos- 
session of an excellent harbor gave New 
London an inestimable advantage in carry- 
ing on trade with other colonies and over- 
seas. Mr. Van Dusen referred to the Shaws! 
West Indian correspondence in the posses— 
sion of the Society. Congressman Seely- 
Brown referred to Adam Shapley as a New 
London citizen who gave much of his time 
and talent to military matters, above and 
beyond the full-time responsibilities of 
earning a living. | 


An eloquent moment in the program occurred 
with the roll call of descendants of 


Christopher Culver, Mrs, Samuel S. Greene, 
Miss Elsie Fengar, Mrs. Carlton F, Small, 
i, Judson Hempstead, Jr., and Robert 
Hempstead, 


The assembly at the blockhouse parade was 
featured py greetings by the Regents of the 
Anna Warner Bailey and Lucretia Shaw Chap- 
ters of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the President of the Nathan 
Hales Chapter, Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion, and the President of the New London 
County Historical Society. Mrs. Barner 

and Mr, Culver unveiled the road sign and 
the plaque. Traditional airs were played 
by the Poquonnock Bridge Fife and Drum Corps. 


The only known portrait of Adam Shapley was 
on display in the blockhouse during the day. 
This handsome study by an unknown artist 
was loaned by the Lyman Allyn Museum, which 
received it from F. Valentine Chappell, 
former President of the Society. 


As a result of this program, additional 


information has been received concerning 
descendants of the members of this historic 
company. 


RARE TILES PRESENTED TO SOCIETY 


The gift of twenty-three Delft tiles by 
Miss Anna L. Nevins returns to the Shaws! 
New London home another treasure of the 
18th century. These decorative tiles with 
an ingenious pattern variation (no two are 
quite the same), were formerly set in the 
parlor fireplace in the Mansion. Their 
removal during the 19th century was occa— 
sioned by the wish of a later member of 
the family for a new decorative plan, which 
took the form of the then popular marble. 


it is the hope of the donor that these 
tiles, which have been marvelously pre- 
served, may be set again in the fireplace 
in the "long parlor," and that a suitable 
wooden mantel may be installed to provide 
an appropriate setting. The accomplish- 


ment of this plan would do much to restore 


the parlor to an authentic 18th century 
room. 


A lovely blue English-ware teapot accom 
panied the tiles. This teapot has been 
used by the Shaw~Perkins family for well 
over a century. A note found within the 
pot reveals that one of the domestics used 


Captain Shapley's company, which was answer— to keep her savings in it. 


ed by Mrs. Helen Starr Barner, Miss Ruth 
Judson Goss, Eric Lloyd Barr, Jr., 


GREENS SALE TO BENEFIT PORTRAIT FUND 


‘Please circle the date Tuesday, December 13 
on your calendar and plan to attend the 
Christmas sale of greens at the Mansion. 


The House and Grounds Committee will continue 


its traditional sale of wreaths, sprays and 
other holiday decorations. 
_ generously agreed to contribute the proceeds 
from this sale to the Pember Caulkins por- 
trait fund. Please support this campaign 
for the purchase of a masterpiece of early 
New London portraiture, and insure a supply 
of beautiful greens by attendance at this 
sale from 11 to 5 o'clock on the 13th of 
Jecember. 


Soffee will be available during the hours 
of the sale, | | | 


WE RELY ON YOUR HELP 


Most of the membership can count among their 
circle of friends a number of persons who, 
by virtue of their family background or per- 
sonal. historical interests, possess quali- 
fications for membership in the Society. 


Tt is not the aim of the Society to swell 
its membership ranks by inviting everyone 
who can pay the modest annual dues. Our 
limited quarters place a practical limita- 
tion on our size. But we can double our 
present membership with safety. We count on 
you to help us. Application blanks may be 
obtained from Miss Marion E, Clarke, Secre- 
tary, or from Mrs. Sidney Holmes at the 

Shaw Mansion. 


FORUM DISCUSSION FEATURES 
MIDDLETOWN MEETING OF LEAGUE 


The Fall meeting of the Connecticut League 
of Historical Societies, presented as a 
forum meeting, took place on October 22nd 
at Wesleyan University before a disappoint- 
ingly small audience of less than one 
hundred members. 


The material presented at this meeting was 
gathered from nearly five hundred repiies 


to the questionnaire sent to member societies 


and the suggestions contained in these re- 
plies for improvement in local programs and 
activities. The morning meeting was devoted 
to a discussion of "What do members of our 
local societies want in their home society?" 
The afternoon session centered about "What 
will our local societies do about it?" 
Credit for this meeting should be 


presided at the meeting. 


The Committee has 


given to Williams Haynes of Stonington, 
Chairman of the Committee, who superin- 
tended the tabulation of the replies and 
Assistance was 
given by Lloyd Day, President of the 
Stamford Historical Society, Ralph H. 
Gabriel, President of the New Haven Colony 
Historical Society, who acted as modera- 
tors, and Mrs. Dwight C. Lyman and State 

istorian Albert E, Van Dusen, who sum 
marized the sessions. 

A summary of this meeting will be 

published in the January issue of the 
League Bulletin. Our main disappointment 


was in the absence of rank and file opin- 


ion from the floor. Most of the comments 
were made by officers of the member so- 
cieties, those who are heard at every 
meeting. It has always seemed to us that 


one of the great advantages to be gained 


from attendance at League meetings is the 
chance to become well enough acquainted 
with people from other societies to be 
able to talk informally with them in 
workshop discussions and during the social 
periods. Some new technique learned by 
you, some time saving method of accom- 
plishing part of your society's program 
will be of interest to a number of people 
at these meetings. 

The stimulating ideas that were sub- 


mitted at the Middletown meeting will be 
mimeographed and distributed to each 


society. They should form the basis for 
many fruitful discussions in the future, 
Those attending the Middletown meet- 
ing from the New London area were: Miss 
Ruth W, Newcomb; Mrs. S. B. Butler; Mrs. 


Carl C, Cutler; Miss Hazel A. Johnson; 


Mr. and Mrs. Williams Haynes and Mr. and 


Mrs. Dwight C. Lyman, 


STATE LIBRARIAN ADDRESSES IMPRINT GROUP 


Mr. James Brewster, Connecticut State 
Librarian, addressed the members of the 
New London County Imprints Project at 
their meeting in the Palmer Room at the 
Connecticut College Library, Wednesday 
afternoon, October 26, 1955. 

Mr. Brewster and Miss Marjorie Case, 
also of the State Library, showed a 
number of examples of early New London, 
Norwich, Stonington and Groton printing 
to illustrate the talk. Notable among 
these early works were two examples by 
Thomas Short, Connecticut's first printer, 
who was represented by the Saybrook Plat- 
form (Confession of Faith), 1710, the 


first bock published in Connecticut, and a JENNYS PATNTINGS TO BE SP Juni 
Proclamation for a Fast by Governor Gurdon IN HARTFORD i i 
Saltonstall, dated 1709. The only known 

copy of this broadside is located in the An invitation has been received fom the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. Mr, Brew- Connecticut Historical Soclety tol we 
ster presented a photostat copy to the Con- and the opening of the Jennys ex MEation, 


necticut College Library. which will have its first public howing on 
November 3, The Jennyses have long present— 

Examples of the printing of Timothy and ed a problem to students of American paint- 

Samuel Green, New London printers, also ing, and it is with eagerness that we look 


Samuel Trumbull, first printer of Stonington forward to its solution, Richard Jennys is 
and the firm of Green and Spooner of Norwich known. to have worked in Connecticut in the 
were shown. Another rare item was Volume 1 late 18th century, contemporary with Ralph 


of the Connecticut Gazette, the first issue.. Bari and a generation later than William 
dated at New Haven April 12, 1755. ' dohnston, Paintings have been found dated 


in the early 19th century which are various- 
Mr. Brewster expressed his belief the work ly signed William Jennys and J, William 
of the New London County group is valuable Jennys. There are enough similarities and 


for the location of early items in the - enough differences to warrant heated argu- 
various libraries throughout the county. ment as to whether they were or were not 

He cited the loss of 29,000 volumes by the painted by the same hand, These men are two 
Connecticut Historical Society during the more of the itinerant painters who roamed 
recent flood in Hartford. This loss points New England, picking up commissions where 
to the wisdom of the duplication of rare they could. | 

items. 


William L. Warren of Litchfield, who has | 
Membership in the New London County Imprint @s8sembled this exhibition, says he has dis- 
Project, now entering its fourth year, is posed of one Jennys, but whether it is 
made up of librarians and historical society William or J. William who is lost to Ameri- 
curators. The aim of the group is to pre- can art remains to be seen. 
pare a union catalog of county imprints 
covering the years 1710 to 1820. Information The Lyman Allyn Museum owns a pair of por- 
concerning the location of copies of this traits of Mr. and Mrs. Ruben Hatch, painted 
material and full descriptions of such items im 160¢ and signed William Jennys. 
will be welcomed by Miss Hazel Johnson, 
Connecticut College Librarian and secretary 


of the imprint project, For Your Information 

During the tea that followed Mr. Brewster's The Society's telephone number is 
talk, we were introduced to Mr. Glenn Gibson 3-1209 

Weaver of the Connecticut College faculty, The Mansion is open daily except 


whose biography of Jonathan Trumbull, cover- Sunday from 1 to 4. 

ing the mercantile years of Connecticut's 

Revolutionary governor, is soon to be pub- Custodians in residence: 
lished by the Connecticut Historical Society. Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holmes. 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
11 Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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